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CRAMOND KIRK 
SERVICES
Every Sunday
Morning Prayers – 8.45 am 
Morning Worship – 10 am

Communion
Sunday, 3 December – 8.45 am

Sunday Club
for children aged 2-17 takes place 
every Sunday at Cramond Kirk during 
the 10.00am service.  A creche for 
younger children is also provided.

ONLINE CHURCH
www.facebook.com/
cramondkirk2org.uk
www.cramondkirk.org.uk
10 am Morning Worship  
every Sunday 

THE OLD KIRK AND 
MUIRHOUSE 
SERVICES
Every Sunday
Morning Worship – 11 am
The service includes the ‘Sunday 
Funday’ club for youngsters.

For full list of Christmas Services at 
both churches please see page 3

Deadline for next issue Sunday 14 January 2024    T: 0131 336 2036
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….and now we are one!
to talk about the ‘new’ Parish – we 
are quite simply The Parish – united 
in purpose, in friendship and in vision.  
A lot has already been achieved: the 

in searching for a Minister, the Finance 
Team is bringing together our accounts 
and the Kirk Session has considered its 
own shape and the teams we need to 
organise and plan our overall mission.  

with one another as we endeavour to 
get things right.  The more we can talk 
as The Parish, rather than the former 
parts, the sooner we will genuinely 
feel like The Parish.  I’m sure all of us 

a smile and good humour, we’ll gently 
remind one another of who we are.  
I’m so glad to have been a part of your 
life through this phase and proud of 
the way you have all given your best to 
The Parish – I hope you are too!

Interim Moderator

is fully established as the Parish 

There is much to celebrate and do 

Good News of Jesus Christ to the 
folks alongside whom we live and 
work.  The blend of people, skills and 
resources amongst us is truly out-
standing and we are grateful to all 
those who have pioneered working 
across the old boundaries to prepare 

EDINBURGH NORTHWEST KIRK MAGAZINE tokandmchurch@gmail.com www.cramondkirk.org.uk

Service on 3rd September to celebrate the union between Cramond Kirk and The Old Kirk and Muirhouse



Parish Register

3 June  Kristopher Chalmers

6 August  Louis Jarvie

13 August  Thomas Muir

Anderson

1 June  Catherine Gillies

25 June  Mike Thomson
27 July  Kay Frost

1 September  David Scrimgeour

16 September Mary Louden

24 September Andrew Stoddart
29 September William Duncan
1 October  Jessie Armit

14 October  Kathleen Dods
22 October  Jim Roy

NEW MEMBER

Diane Williams, who was Cramond Kirk’s Pastoral 

to, and enthusiasm for, the role was remarkable and 

Williams 

FAIR TRADE STALL AT 
CRAMOND KIRK 

Once a month, following the 10 am service in 
Cramond Kirk, our Fair Trade Stall sells a whole 
variety of goodies in the Kirk Hall. Please come 
along and help support the Fair Trade farmers and 
producers in developing countries around the 
world. The stall is open on the following Sundays:

The December stall is always a source of excellent 

Day and Easter.

 takes place 

Gathering Space of Cramond Kirk Hall. We hope to 
see you there. 

AND 
MORNING is back in the The Old Kirk and 

All are welcome.

THE OLD KIRK AND 

GROUP meets fortnightly

playing dominoes and other
board games.  
All are welcome and it is free.
   

   There are always teas,

   the go. [Those coming from
   the church service should
   bring some lunch.]



ELTON JOHN’S  
FAVOURITE HYMN

with me’. It has lovely chords. It is a hymn about 
change. 

EDINBURGH NORTHWEST KIRK  
CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

                          Cramond Kirk                                                     The Old Kirk & Muirhouse  
Sunday, 3 December – Advent 1 

8.45 am : Morning Prayers with Communion 
10.00 am : Morning Worship 

Sunday, 10 December - Advent 2 
8.45 am : Morning Prayers 

10.00 am : Morning Worship 

Wednesday, 13 December  
7.00 pm : Christmas Comes Alive in Words & Music 

Sunday, 17 December - Advent 3 
8.45 am : Morning Prayers 

10.00 am : Morning Worship 

Saturday, 23 December 
6.00 pm : Christingle Service 

Christmas Eve 
8.45 am : Morning Prayers 

10.00 am : Morning Worship 
11.00 pm : A Medley of Christmas Music 

11.30 pm : Watchnight Service 
Christmas Day 

10.00 am : Family Service 
10.45 am : Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Sunday, 3 December – Advent 1 
11.00 am : Morning Worship with 
Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Sunday, 10 December – Advent 2 
11.00 am – Morning Worship with  

Sacrament of Baptism 
Sunday, 17 December – Advent 3 

11.00 am – Morning Worship 
Christmas Eve 

11.00 am : Christmas Service of Carols & Lessons 
4.00 pm : Christingle Service 

Christmas Day 
11.00 am : Family Service 

 

 
 

I meet many people concerned with the speed of 
change in church, society and the wider world.
A God with an unchanging nature as suggested in 
this hymn can be a rock to cling to, able to keep 

Creator designs constant change as a key dynamic 
throughout the whole universe. A healthy approach 

for plants, animals and humans. It is good for our 
minds and spirits. Who would want an apple tree 

became stagnant or a health care system which only 

may not like all change, however we cannot stop it 
and to take it in our stride serves human beings very 
well.

rewrite of ‘Abide with me’.

 
Locum Minister Cramond  Kirk



Tabard IT Ltd
2-18 Spi ire House

Turnhouse Road
Edinburgh EH12 0AL

Tel: 0131 339 9448
Email: help@TabardIT.co.uk

Web: www.TabardIT.co.uk
Twi er: @TabardITltd

We re our local source of IT su ort for all of the followin and more:

Businesses and individuals
On site and remote support
Internet & network setup & support

Servers, PCs and all 
other hardware
Mobile device help 
& set up

general advice

This year the Rainbows have been busy; they 
visited Lauriston Farm twice – in May to see fruit 
and vegetables growing and again in September to 
see them harvested. They even got to take home a 
few veg to make into soup. Back at the church the 

and made a much admired display along the east wall 
of the church.
The Brownies have had lots of fun working towards 

tools and doing science experiments. They’ve 

sandcastles on the beach.
The Guides and Rangers have focused on their 

taking part.

we hope will be another huge success.

If you would like to volunteer or your daughter would 

www.girlguiding.org.uk



Christmas Journey
Dear Friends,
Christmas for most of us is a 

we head towards the great 

caught up in the Christmas 
rush, searching for cards and 

our homes, and of course to 
order/buy the food to make 

 

his mother they worshipped him, then they returned 

 
 

 

 

stormy morning so it was appropriate in more ways 

 



-

Life and Work

You can be reassured that Porteous Family 
Funeral Directors are the only completely 
independent, family-owned funeral directors 
in the Blackhall, Silverknowes, Davidson’s 
Mains, Cramond, Barnton, Corstorphine 
and surrounding areas.

Help and support is just one call away

0131 332 3609

Family-owned and truly independent

porteousfunerals.com

• Local and family-owned
• Personal attention to detail
• Trusted and recommended
• Competitive pricing
• Free planning ahead service

Funeral homes throughout Edinburgh and the Lothians.

Fresh Start is an Edinburgh-based charity helping 
people who have been homeless get established in 

their new homes.

CHRISTMAS FAIR BENEFICIARIES

Esperanza supports vulnerable families, refugees and 
migrants around Muirhouse.

Esperanza, Fresh Start and Edinburgh Northwest Kirk

A SEASONAL 
WORD PUZZLE 

Northwest PARISH!

THINGS TO DO IN DECEMBER
1. Decorate home with H _ _ _ _ and ivy.
2. S _ _ _ for Christmas cards and S _ _ _ _ _.  P _ _ _ by 

18th December (second class).
3. Go to Cramond Kirk’s Christmas Fair on 2nd 

December with plenty C _ _ _ in purse!  All proceeds 
go to C _ _ _ _ _ _.

4. If it’s C _ _ _ _ _ and there are no H _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ put 
on a C _ _ _ H_ _ and C _ _ _ and go C _ _ _ _ singing.

C _ _ _ _ to listen to the R _ _ _ _ address.  S _ _ _ _ _ _ 
like Only Fools and Horses are also likely to be on!

7. When it gets dark, look for a bright S _ _ _ in the sky

Answers on page 10



As we approach Christmas and the end of another 

by Grapevine to thank all our supporters in the new 

Fresh Start has changed over the years with further 
services, such as the Pantry, Cooking Classes 
and Gardening, added but the desire to help end 
homelessness has not changed and to that end 

Thanksgiving most welcome while the fund raising 

Space Café merit special thanks.  We also thank the 

We are humbled by the ongoing generosity and give 
you all sincere thanks. 
We wish you all a happy, peaceful Christmas
The Fresh Start Team

www.freshstartweb.org.uk

Winter Needs –
Church and Community 
Working Together

During winter 2022/23 The Old Kirk & Muirhouse 
 

 

was to help those most in need, primarily during the  
winter months, with the funding having to be used by 
June 2023.

families who came to us, struggling to buy even basics.  

 
requests they were receiving.
We were able to provide:
• Food including ingredients to ensure no one missed 

Christmas dinner. We also made sure no one was 
turned away who required food over Christmas and 

 

• Clothing, footwear, warm coats,
• Duvets and blankets,
• Toiletry packs,
• Pet food.
We reached out to local schools to ask what support the 

teachers as well as pupils. We were in awe of the work 
and support the schools were providing, not only for the 
pupils but also for their families. It also opened our eyes 
to the struggles that some in the community were going 

We pray for everyone in our community who is facing 

winter.
Karen Woodcock and June Young 

A lifestyle 
tailored  
to you

Residents’ quality of life is at 
the heart of everything we do, 
enabling each individual to lead 
independent, fulfilling lives.

If you’re considering a care home, 
call 0131 608 3663 or visit  
careuk.com/murrayside

Trusted to care 
Murrayside care home
Corstorphine

Cramond Kirk Visiting Team
befriending, supporting, caring about and 

helping the less able and the elderly 

in our community

 

Christmas Service
In the main Kirk Hall 

Thursday, 14 December 
 Service starts at 2 pm     
Doors open from 1.30 pm

Lots of singing, chat and entertainment.                                           
And lots of tasty treats for afternoon tea!!                                                                                              

ALL are welcome !!  

 
Tel : 336 2036 



Michael Okpara is an 
ordained Presbyterian 

established through 

the Presbyterian Church of 
Nigeria. In 1992, upon 

school, he experienced the 
profound love and grace of 
God, which led him to follow 
Jesus as his Lord and 
Saviour. Since then, he has 

understanding of God’s word and will. Michael is 

ecumenism and empowering underprivileged individuals 

In 2021 Michael was awarded a scholarship by Desmond 
Tutu and the Church of Scotland to pursue his master’s 

and has been accepted as an admission candidate.

study, singing and playing games.
 new 

people and learning their stories.

SAT 9TH DECEMBER
MATINEE 2PM
EVENING 7PM
CRAMOND KIRK HALLS

Treasure Cramond Island, is family-friendly and full of 
fun! 

Saturday 9th December it’s sure to be a hilarious 

the Kirk on Monday evenings and would love some 

Follow them on Facebook / Instagram for more 
details, or visit

cramond-drama

WANTED!

liaise with the printer over layouts.    

delivered to every home in the area.  
For an informal chat and further info, please contact 

EXERCISEE YOURR LITTLEE GREYY CELLS!! 

GOOD LUCK!!!

EELLLLLLLL





Is your home more than 30 years old?
When did you last have the wiring checked?
Like every other electrical item, your home wiring needs serviced and 

upgraded to ensure it is safe. 
ACR Electrical are rewire experts who can give you a free, no obligation 

consultation to establish the condition of the wiring in your home.

07974 237 65807974 237 658

HOME REWIRE EXPERTS
EDINBURGH

Following our recent refurbishment, 

Murrayfield House care home is ready to 

welcome you with the kindest possible 

residential, nursing and dementia care.

Situated in a peaceful suburb in Edinburgh, Murrayfield 
House offers luxury accommodation and facilities, 
including a popular ballroom, café, and a large courtyard 
garden, surrounded by acres of beautiful parkland.

If you would like to know more about Murrayfield House and the type of care we can 
provide, please contact one of our dedicated care advisors today:

T:  0333 234 1786      W:  hc-one.co.uk      A:  66 Murrayfield Avenue, Edinburgh, EH12 6AY

Providing luxury care to older 
people in Edinburgh

returns in Cramond Kirk.

Last year over 20 trees from schools, church and community groups adorned the Kirk 
and what a wonderful sight it was! 

The Kirk’s theme for Advent is 
.  Stars and Angels are the leading lights and we look 

innkeeper, sheep and many more!

We are hoping to have as many trees as possible on display again. If you 

As in previous years, a memory tree will provide a place for people to add 
names of loved ones.

welcome.

WORD PUZZLE ANSWERS
1. HOLLY   2. SHOP, STAMPS, POST   3. CASH, CHARITY   4. CHILLY, HAILSTORMS, COSY HAT, COAT, CAROL 

5. PLAY, CAST, ACTORS   6. CHAIR, ROYAL, SITCOMS   7. STAR

 Sundayy 10th  8.455 amm Servicee && 100 amm Servicee 
 Mondayy 11th  6.300 pmm too 88 pmm 
 Tuesdayy 112th  100 amm too noonn 
 Wednesdayy 13th  77 pmm Christmass Comess Alivee inn Wordss && Musicc  
 Thursdayy 114th  6.300 pmm too 88 pmm 
 Saturdayy 16th  22 pmm too 55 pmm 
             Sundayy 17th   8.455 amm Servicee && 100 amm Servicee 

 

OPENINGG TIMESS 

Comee andd vieww aa wholee Kirk-fulll off treess decoratedd  

inn thee themee off TThee Nativityy Storyy 

Cramondd Kirk’ss Christmass Treee Festivall 
Sunday 10th too Sunday 17th Decemberr 20233  

Where did Christmas 
stockings come from?
No one is really sure, but a story 
is told of St Nicholas, a bishop 
who lived in the 4th century, who 
may have started the custom by 
accident.  St Nicholas was of a wealthy family, and of a generous 
heart.  As Christmas approached one year, he wanted to help a 
poor family whom he knew, but he did not want them to know 
it was him.  So he climbed up on their roof on Christmas Eve 
and dropped some coins down the chimney.
The next morning the coins, to the great surprise of the family, 
were found in the stockings of the ladies, who had hung them 

their stockings out, in the hope that some more money would 
fall into them.  They told the story of this amazing appearance 
to their friends and neighbours, and the custom caught on.



dignityfunerals.co.uk/local

SERVING FAMILIES IN AND AROUND EDINBURGH

BARCLAYS FUNERAL SERVICES
People Serving People

We’re here for you anytime.
Whatever your wishes or budget, we can provide a funeral to suit you. 

49 Main Street,
Davidsons Mains,

Edinburgh EH4 5BZ
0131 312 8000

3 Meadowplace Road, 
Corstorphine

EH12 7TZ
0131 334 6489

147-153 Great Junction 
Street, Edinburgh 

EH6 5LG
0131 553 6818

Cramond Walkers 
Cramond Walkers have a varied programme on a mix of days, now 
including some Tuesdays. About two-thirds of walks are by car share 
from Barnton Avenue West and the others by bus or meet at the 

mid-morning. We recommend carrying a drink and packed lunch. 
Reports with photos are on Cramond Walkers’ Facebook page. 
Organisers are Fiona Black and Simon Gillam. For more details and 
any updates email cramond.walkers@yahoo.co.uk or see Cramond 
Kirk website.

cars for all to travel eight miles to Cardrona Forest car park. We will 
head into the forest on good tracks, on a loop that includes Cardrona 
Tower, Castle Knowe and Pikes Knowe.
Meet: Barnton Avenue West at 9.30 or Scots Pine Tearoom north of 

a shorter route than our last vi

Cammo Meadows development. We then head to Fiona’s for a party from 3pm.

A Christmas Poem
The night before Christmas when all are abed,
As reindeer and sleigh bells are heard overhead,
Children still sleeping will early arise,
With shouts of delights as they open each prize.
A doll for Amanda, a toy soldier for Jo?
Ah, these are toys of long ago!
Now it’s computers, a party dress,
Gifts so expensive they’re meant to impress.
But the real joy of Christmas forever will stay,
As church bells and carols proclaim that glad day,
As wise men and shepherds recount what they saw,
Of Mary, her Baby –  and a bed full of straw.

By Megan CarterBy Megan Carter



CONTACT US

Cramond Kirk

Cramond Kirk Hall
1 Kirk Cramond

Edinburgh
EH4 6HZ

org.uk
T: 0131 336 2036

To contact the 
Hall Manager, 

David Haggarty,
regarding hall bookings 

please call 
0131 312 6911 or

 e-mail: hallenquiries@
cramondkirk.org.uk

The Old Kirk 
and Muirhouse

42 Pennywell Gardens, 
Edinburgh, EH4 4PE

Email: tokandmchurch@
gmail.com

0131 467 2922

GIFTS Crafts
Books Toys Cake
Candy Hampers
Santa Lunches

Refreshments

          

CHRISTMAS FAIR
AT CRAMOND KIRK

SATURDAY, 2 DECEMBER
11 am – 1 pm 

in CRAMOND KIRK HALL


